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Midterm reports: CUSA, RRRA, GSA

safiyah marhnouj, bailey moreton and jillian piper spoke to Carleton’s student leaders—from the Carleton

University Students’ Association (CUSA), the Rideau River Residence Association (RRRA) and the Graduate Students’ Association (GSA)—about their campaign promises midway through their terms.
what promises were kept, what promises were not, and what remain in progress?
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Carleton University Students’ Association (CUSA)
Promise: Get rid of outdated student fees
Yes: CUSA’s promise to get rid of outdated student fees came
before the Student Choice Initiative (SCI) was implemented, ultimately changing their strategy, said president Lily Akagbosu.
On Carleton Central, CUSA’s fees are now broken up into
four categories: student life and success, student opportunities
and spaces, clubs and societies, and student bursaries. Separating
the fees created more transparency for students, said Akagbosu,
adding that students were also able to opt out of certain fees.
The fees will remain broken down despite changes to the SCI,
Akagbosu added.
“We wanted to make sure that our students are well aware of
all the fees that they pay,” she said.
Promise: Revamp Ollie’s
Yes: Ollie’s renovations took place over the summer and were
well-received by students, Akagbosu said. The brand revamp saw
the addition of a foosball table, punching bag, and new changes
to the menu, including mocktails.
“Our numbers have increased in terms of attendance, for not
just Thirsty Thursdays, but any evenings in general,” she said.
Though the main goals have been achieved, Akagbosu said
that future changes are still a work in progress.
Promise: Opt-in summer U-Pass without taking credits
Ongoing: Currently, Carleton students are able to opt in to
a summer U-Pass if they’re taking full-time classes, but CUSA
promised to allow students to opt in regardless.
Changes to the U-Pass are taking longer since it’s not an internal project, with the main stakeholders being the university and
OC Transpo, Akagbosu said.
Although CUSA is aiming to have this goal achieved by summer, Akagbosu said she isn’t sure if it will be done by then.
Promise: Creating more jobs under CUSA executives
Yes: Project lead positions were launched earlier this year,
providing a number of students with jobs under CUSA executives.
Akagbosu said changes in light of the recently axed SCI will
make providing these projects more feasible, though CUSA’s not
planning on hiring any new project leaders in the winter term.
“I definitely see it as a project that will continue, I hope that
when a new CUSA year starts, it’s considered.”
Promise: Transform Tory Junction into a student hub
No: Though the original goal was to implement a student hub
in Tory Junction, it wasn’t possible due to lack of space, Akagbosu said.
“We weren’t able to get that space from the university, so
what we did instead is we used space we already have, which is
The Wing,” she added.
The area behind The Wing has been converted into a sitting
area with microwaves. 
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Rideau River Residence Association (RRRA)
Promise: Host collaborative events with clubs and societies
Ongoing: President Douglas Cochrane said he met with
CUSA to collaborate on a tabling event aiming to engage residence students. “After Club Expo and first semester, you don’t
really see a lot of opportunities to connect with clubs,” he said.
The event was intended to happen before the end of the fall
semester, but the dropping of the writ made the event not “feasible,” according to Cochrane.
Promise: Cafeteria grab ‘n’ go station
Ongoing: A popular campaign promise, a station where students can take out food from the residence cafeteria has “a very
long way” to go before it’s complete, said Cochrane. But he is “not
scratching it off completely.”
“Hopefully, because it’s something that was so well-received,
that whoever does come into office next year, if it’s not fully implemented, I’d love to see them follow through that,” he added.
Questions over the waste the service would generate and the
cost of providing packaging remain unanswered.
Promise: Increase mental health services and counsellors
No: More of a “long-term goal,” Cochrane said, RRRA does
not have the “financial stability” to hire another mental health
counsellor.
“It’s more turned into a conversation of just bringing awareness and speaking on behalf of the students,” said Cochrane.
This will include greater promotion of Empower Me, and other
Carleton-based online counselling services.
Promise: Campus card/room key charges
Ongoing: This year’s RRRA team was “shooting pretty high,”
according to Cochrane when they proposed cutting down fees
for lost campus cards to around $10. “I’d say that the cost that
they charge the students [$20] far outweighs the cost of the program itself,” he said.
A new accessibility committee for residence has been
launched to allow for consultations. One policy that has been
discussed is implementing laundry room doors.
Promise: Remodel abstentions
Ongoing: Refurbishing the “grungy” looking doors at the
entrance way to Abstentions was the main piece of remodelling
done so far to the RRRA-run convenience store in Residence
Commons.
The accessibility committee also proposed making Abstentions more wheelchair accessible, but “it is very challenging to
make that very accessible because of the layout and how small
the space it is.”
Promise: Network development café
Ongoing: “Think of like LinkedIn, but in-person,” said Cochrane. Plans for the networking event have been “put on the
back burner a little bit,” likely until March, according to Cochrane, due to the upcoming residence formal.
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Graduate Students’ Association (GSA)
Promise: Resist Student Choice Initiative (SCI) and provide
affordable education
Yes: The GSA promised “to mitigate the effects of the SCI and
resist it,” which president Ashley Courchene said was accomplished through various campaigns promoting their services for
students, resulting in the association’s 85 per cent opt-in rate.
The GSA was also able to negotiate $41,000 from the Faculty of Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs (FGPA) to go towards
grants for students in light of the SCI, he added.
Promise: Create strong relationships with different on-campus departments and organizations
Yes: The GSA strengthened ties with the Canadian Union of
Public Employees (CUPE), while working with Equity and Inclusive Communities and the FGPA. Through such partnerships,
they launched different peer support programs for students.
Promise: Increase funding for Indigenous and international
students
Ongoing: The GSA has approached this promise by advocating for Indigenous students to have their voices heard in the
Carleton Senate. “We’re trying to create a seat for an Indigenous
senator” by next September, Courchene said.
The GSA also created an international student committee
where they can discuss their issues which the GSA brings to university administration or the FGPA.
Promise: Safe(r) spaces for Black, Indigenous, and people of
colour
Yes: During welcome week, the GSA held closed events for
people of colour and a workshop series for international students, said Courchene. “There’s been an incredible effort to include Black, Indigenous, and people of colour,” he said. “Building those things are always ongoing, but I think we’ve done what
we’ve set out to do.”
Promise: International students’ TAships and high tuition
costs
Ongoing: The GSA provides academic services for international students such as setting up one-on-one meetings and establishing the graduate academic caucus to help provide students
with co-op opportunities. But, the GSA has not been able to cut
international tuition costs this year.
Promise: Co-op programs in departments
Ongoing: Courchene said co-op programs have been introduced in two graduate STEM programs, but he added there’s still
a ways to go.
Promise: Better transportation for students
Ongoing: The GSA is “continuing lobbying OC Transpo for
better bus and train routes,” said Courchene. Like CUSA, the
GSA is also advocating for a summer U-Pass to be accessible for
students who are enrolled at Carleton, but are in between semesters. 
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RRRA budget delayed, bylaw violated
jillian piper

The Rideau River Residence Association
(RRRA) has postponed the presentation of its
2019-20 operating budget, breaking its own
bylaws in the process.
Originally set to be presented to RRRA
council Dec. 8, this year’s RRRA budget cannot
be passed because the 2018-19 budget is still
being audited, according to RRRA president
Douglas Cochrane.
“We’re supposed to meet once more [with
auditors],” Cochrane said. “It’s obviously frustrating when the goal from day one was to have
this done in the summer.”
Until the RRRA budget is passed, the only
money available for RRRA to use is a surplus
amount leftover from last year previously approved by 2018-19 RRRA council and Abstentions’s profits, according to Cochrane.
“We present [to council], what have you,
whether it be things that we want to do right
now, the only thing that we’re really spending
money on is Abstentions with our suppliers,”
Cochrane said. “It is being presented through
the council ... so it’s not that there’s no accountability.”
The debacle over the budget’s presentation comes in the wake of Carleton University Students’ Association (CUSA) amending
its budget bylaw after the Charlatan reported
the presentation of the organization’s 2019-20
operating budget occurred over a month later
than mandated.
The financial audit is important as it holds
RRRA accountable as a not-for-profit organization by reviewing how money was spent, the

inventory of RRRA-run convenience store Abstentions, making sure minutes and meetings
have been properly recorded, and the constitution is being followed, said Cochrane.
Jacob Howell, 2018-19 RRRA president and
current CUSA vice-president (finance), was responsible for both RRRA’s late budget last year
and CUSA’s late budget this year.
When asked why last year’s budget was
presented later than RRRA bylaws mandate,
which states the budget must be presented “no
later than the second council meeting of the
first academic term,” Howell said he did not
think the budget was presented late last year.
“I’m pretty sure the budget last year was
presented before January if I’m not mistaken,”
he said. “It’s just hard to remember which year
was what.”
Last year’s budget was actually presented
Jan. 10. Howell responded accuracy is more
important than timelines.

“

That’s where the problem kind of lies, I’d
say, is because it is internal.

”

Douglas Cochrane
RRRA president

“I think the accuracy and the promotion
of the numbers is definitely what students are
looking for and personally I know that’s where
I put a great deal of my focus just because I’d
rather do something right once,” he continued.
“Measure once and cut twice kind of thing.”
Cochrane agreed accurate budgets are essential, but every effort should be made to
meet deadlines to uphold organizational con-

stitutions.
“Financials isn’t something that can be
rushed so we want it done in the most proper
way,” Cochrane said. “It obviously can be frustrating when it’s not presented as soon as we’d
like and that’s obviously a precedent that we
don’t want to set.”
Howell also said there are many reasons the
audit could still be ongoing that are “not necessarily significant,” including small mistakes
with RRRA-run convenience store Absten-

“

Obviously, some people may feel like it’s not
transparent.

”

Jacob Howell
CUSA vice-president (finance)

tions’s inventory and a newly-hired accountant.
“I do know as well that the accountant at
RRRA was hired fairly new like last year so she
may not have a grasp on the association and
that just comes with doing more than one audit,” he said.
When asked whether there are any repercussions for violating bylaws, Cochrane said
accountability measures are largely internal.
“There’s guidelines within the constitution that kind of come from RRRA council, so
whether it be impeachment or what have you,
those things are voted on in an unbiased fashion,” he said.
“That’s where the problem kind of lies, I’d
say, is because it is internal,” Cochrane added.
In light of recent student union scandals
such as the Ryerson Students’ Union president
racking up thousands of dollars worth of unapproved charges, Howell said he could see how

students may associate later budget presentations with a lack of transparency.
“Obviously, some people may feel like it’s
not super transparent. And in those situations,
it’s just a lot of like, what can we do better to
make it feel more transparent to you, and then
just trying to accommodate them for that,”
Howell said. “We try to be as transparent as
possible.”
Howell added CUSA has a financial review
committee and actively tries to engage and
present its actions to students in order to generate trust with their financial decisions.
RRRA won’t follow in CUSA’s footsteps
and amend its budget presentation bylaw, Cochrane said.
“That’s something that we talked about
as well, but we also didn’t want to just go and
change the constitution for the sake of changing the constitution,” Cochrane said. “As far as
the budget presentation goes, that probably
won’t change.”
“A constitution for any organization is important and it’s vital to the existence of it and
I’d say with the Student Choice Initiative ... I
understand why they did have to change the
constitution in that regard,” Cochrane said. “At
the same time, I think it’s not alarming, but you
want to follow the constitution as much as you
can without having to make those changes necessary.”
“So while I see and I understand why they
did that, I just hope it doesn’t become a regular
thing.”
RRRA’s budget is set to be presented at the
next council meeting, though there is no set
date.


News in brief
Two Carleton community members
among 173 killed in plane crash
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Fareed Arasteh, a biology PhD student,
and Mansour Pourjam, a biology alumnus, were on board when an airliner
crashed shortly after take-off near Tehran, Iran, Jan. 7, reports temur durrani.
CUSA drops writ of 2020 election
CUSA marked the beginning of election
season on campus by dropping its writ
of election for 2020 on Dec. 5, following
last year’s council decision to begin elections earlier, writes temur durrani.
CUSA changes title, duties of exec role

CUSA revised the vice-president (student services) executive position ahead
of their elections and in light of the
Student Choice Initiative (SCI), reports
temur durrani.
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For student groups, uncertainty remains amid SCI
temur durrani

Despite a ping-pong of provincial decisions
versus court orders, Carleton’s student groups
are trying their best to not let the Student
Choice Initiative (SCI) define their tenures or
affect their day-to-day operations.
Just as Ontario’s government filed a leave
for appeal in Queen’s Park, Carleton’s administration took down a portal for the recentlyaxed SCI—a directive introduced in early 2019
which allowed university and college students
to opt out of certain ancillary fees.
The SCI was ruled unlawful in a unanimous
divisional court decision against the Ministry
of Training, Colleges and Universities (MTCU)
on Nov. 21.
About three weeks later, Carleton said it
would be respecting the court’s decision and
closing its opt-out system effective immediately.
“Students will no longer be able to opt out of
any fees previously deemed optional,” said the
university in an email to students on Dec. 18.
“No fees will be charged retroactively.”
But Carleton wrote, “uncertainty remains in
the long term.”
For several student groups on campus, that
“uncertainty” is why they’re not sure they can

“Uncertainty remains in the long term,” Carleton wrote to students in an email.

recover from the losses incurred due to the SCI
last semester.
“It’s not like we can force students to opt in
now that the portal has been shut down,” said
Lily Akagbosu, president of the Carleton University Students’ Association (CUSA) which
saw a 15 per cent opt-out rate in the fall term.
“We have to remain prepared if the government does win its appeal,” she added. “After all,

photo by tim austen

our job is to serve Carleton students, regardless
of any such obstacle.”
CKCU, Carleton’s community radio station,
saw thousands in cuts as a result of the SCI last
term. Programs director Dave Aardvark says
those are lost funds they won’t be seeing anytime soon.
“People that opted out chose to do so for
both semesters, we can’t get that money,” said

Aardvark. “But what’s stupidest to me is how
the government didn’t let go when we won the
court case—I would’ve thought they’d at least let
us have that.”
The Mawandoseg Centre, one of two spaces
on campus for Indigenous students at Carleton,
is expanding beyond the annual funds it receives from CUSA due to the SCI, says coordinator Dominique Van Es.
“We’ve worked harder at applying for grants
and bringing in more money in other ways so
we can keep our programming that’s essential
to Indigenous students,” said Van Es, who hails
from the Whitefish River First Nation in Manitoulin District, Ont.
The MTCU has authority to attach conditions to public post-secondary institutions, says
the Ontario administration in a court brief,
which it argues can include those outlined in
the SCI.
“Universities remain free to exercise their
independence and autonomy through the
choice to accept public funding, subject to
whatever conditions are attached,” reads the
brief filed in the Court of Appeal.
A date for an appeal hearing has not yet
been set. 


CUSA’s relationship with FundQi: a brief history
temur durrani

Carleton University Students’ Association
(CUSA) is asking undergraduates to pay about
$10 this upcoming election season for Ottawabased scholarship service FundQi.
Launched in 2015 by a former CUSA scholarships coordinator as “GradGrants,” the bursary-matching business changed its name to
“ScholarPro” in 2017, then again in 2019 to the
registered corporation called FundQi.
Despite distancing itself from the undergraduate students’ association, according to
president Lily Akagbosu, FundQi aims to expand its business further by collecting optional
levy fees through a referendum arranged by
CUSA.
If passed, students would pay an 88 per cent
discounted fee of $9.99 per semester, indexed
to inflation. FundQi’s clients normally pay
$120 for services that include matching students with scholarships, bursaries, “occasional
grants,” conference tickets, and paid internships, according to its webpage.
“More than a business, I’d like to think of
us as a movement,” said FundQi founder and
president Zuberi Attard, currently in his sixth
year as a psychology student at Carleton.
“It began as an idea for me to help some
friends at first and expanded with word of
mouth,” said Attard. “Then, I partnered with
CUSA and it started to become its own entity.”
In 2017, Attard joined CUSA’s administration team as a scholarships coordinator. He
maintained this role for a year, working out
of CUSA’s office spaces while also managing
“ScholarPro.”
During this time, Attard publicly listed his
business’s office address to be the same as CUSA’s, which Akagbosu said was because “ScholarPro was listed as a CUSA service,” like the
Womxn’s Centre, for example.
“It was less of a direct relationship with Zuberi, more of just the company and he sort of

worked for the company,” she added.
But that listed address has not yet changed,
even as he distanced the bursary-matching service from the association under the new banner of FundQi last year.
Attard says that his “non-payrolled and
volunteer” staff of coders, who have since automated his business, don’t need an address—
“they like to work remotely.”
“Honestly, I know it’s kind of strange how it
all intertwines,” said Attard. “But we were partnered with CUSA, I had an office with CUSA,
we were working together, and they were helping build the program from the ground up.
They were great friends.”
“So far, we’ve been able to help over 1,700
students,” said Attard of the service that boasts
$524,000 in funding for its clients.
Out of those estimated 1,700 students, Attard said only 100 were charged a full fee for
his services, which he says was somewhere between $50-70 at the time. That’s up to $7,000.
For the remaining 1,600, he says, CUSA
subsidized payments for around 1,300 students
for a sum of $9.99 per student. That’s the exact
same figure being proposed in an upcoming
referendum, which CUSA will not be officially
campaigning for, said Akagbosu. The rest, Attard added, were either free of charge or have
not yet paid.
But none of this estimated $13,000 in subsidized fees for “ScholarPro” paid by CUSA, according to Attard, have been reflected in their
2017-18, 2018-19 or 2019-20 budgets.
And despite this sum of around $20,000
from the number of clients he mentioned himself, Attard says his “revenue hasn’t been high
enough to pay a lot of taxes, so we’ve been exempt from all that.”
“The revenue from this referendum might
be considered sales, so we might have to pay
taxes on that,” he said. “But we’re not sure.”
“The government will only tax us if we keep
all of that revenue. But if you keep spending on

things, they’ll consider it an expense, and they
won’t tax you on that.”
Akagbosu, who has also been one of
FundQi’s clients, said she’s not sure if it was a
business in 2017, but thinks it definitely is one
now. “It did have a service charge then though,
and continues to have one,” she added.
Former CUSA president David Oladejo is
also listed to have received $5,000 in a financial
award from Hydro One through FundQi.
“Zuberi’s intent was not necessarily about
making money, it was about to help Carleton
students,” said Akagbosu. “I think that’s still his
intrinsic motivation.”
Attard plans to further automate his business and expand his services, should a referendum pass in FundQi’s favour.
Students can vote “yes” or “no” to pay
FundQi’s optional levy fees on Jan. 29 and Jan.
30, after five days of campaigning. The business will be reimbursed for half of its campaign
spending if it does not exceed $400.

“I think without CUSA, we wouldn’t have
been here,” said Attard. “They’ve done a terrific
job.” 


Carleton student Zuberi Attard founded FundQi.
photo by tim austen
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Toronto to be home to first French university
sierra d ’souza butts

Third-year engineering student Keithan Bala begins his day at 7 a.m., operating computer machining and coding.
For the rest of his day he is a sales associate for Plato’s Closet, a thrift store
in Toronto. Between his two jobs in the
summer, Bala works approximately 65
hours a week in hopes of saving enough
money to live in downtown Toronto for
the school year.
He lives in a two-bedroom apartment
and pays $1,125 a month for rent.
Bala is one of thousands who look for
living accommodations while attending post-secondary in Toronto. The city
currently has three universities, Ryerson
University, the University of Toronto (U
of T) and York University (York U), with
another new one planned for construction.
Toronto will soon become the home
of Ontario’s first French-language university, Université de l’Ontario français
(UFO), in fall 2021.
Bienvenue à Toronto
Part of the reason the new university
was chosen to be located in the city was
because of its increasing French-speaking population, according to Dayne Adams, the chair of the governance council
of UFO.
According to Statistics Canada, Toronto has the third highest population of
francophones in the province.
The city has 19 per cent of Ontario’s
francophone population, Ottawa has the
highest at 42.7 per cent and Northeast

“

We want to ensure students can receive
a high quality, modern, French-language
post-secondary education.

”

Ross Romano
Colleges and Universities minister

Ontario has the second, at 20.7 per cent.
“We are the population that is increasing in numbers and we have nothing to
offer in education past the post-secondary level in this city,” said Adams.
When the provincial government was
deciding where to locate the university,
Cornwall, a city just an hour away from
Ottawa, put a pitch to become the home
for the new French-language university.
“Eastern Ontario has a significant
number of francophones,” says Bernadette Clement, the mayor of Cornwall.
“We wanted to make sure that the provincial and federal government understood that we would also welcome either
the university, or a campus of that university because the population we have
here would greatly benefit and support a
francophone university.”
The issue is not about why Toronto
should not be the university’s home, but
rather about making sure the benefits
that come with the post-secondary in-

Ontario’s first French-language university is set to open in 2021.

vestment is spread across the province, in
order to represent the “significant pockets of francophone people that live outside of Toronto,” said Clement.
“It is cheaper for infrastructure to be
set up here, it is cheaper for students to
live in smaller centres, so this is part of
an economic argument and justifies our
pitch for locating the university, or part
of the university, here in Cornwall,” said
Clement.
According to Statistics Canada, the
median monthly housing costs for rented
tenants in Cornwall is $758, as opposed
to Toronto’s median monthly cost of
$1,205.
Although the city is more affordable,
Adams said locating the university in
Cornwall did not make sense.
“The access to the university education in French is a lot more diverse in
the eastern part of the province than
in it is Toronto,” she said. “Cornwall is
close enough to the University of Ottawa,
which is a bilingual university.”
Les études en français
First-year criminology student Leonie
Wolbert attends the University of Ottawa
(U of O). She is originally from Aurora, a
town just outside of Toronto, and came to
the U of O to study her program entirely
in French.
With French being her first language,
she said it influenced her to continue her
education in a full French-language institution.
“I decided to continue learning in
French because having all my previous
education in French, I thought it would
be easier for me,” said Wolbert.
Wolbert said she would have considered attending UFO, in hopes of working for the government one day, but she
wanted to complete her post-secondary
education in a bilingual city like Ottawa.
“I think it’s a really good opportunity
to have something close by for those who
are in need for a full French-language
school.”
Although the U of O offers French im-

photo by spencer colby

mersion and extended French programs,
the university is bilingual and not fully
in French. It is one of the few bilingual
universities the province has to offer. The
University of Sudbury, Laurentian University and Glendon College–a bilingual
campus of York University–are the others.
Pierre Anctil, a professor who has
been teaching at the U of O for 15 years,
said Ottawa has become more bilingual
in the last couple of decades and the city
has become more interesting because of
it.
“You have to offer the services where
the population is. If you offer services to
all of Ontario’s Francophones in Ottawa,
it creates a distance for most who don’t
live in the Ottawa region.”
Trop cher pour les étudiants
Anctil says the cost of living for students who attend post-secondary institutions is not something “unique” to Toronto and that almost all students have
financial problems, regardless of where
they study.
“It’s very rare that students will consider the cost of living as the major issue
to be dealt with when obtaining a higher
education. They will rather look at the
quality of the program and the university,
as well as the value of the degree they will
be getting,” he said.
But renting costs will continue to rise,
according to an RBC Economics report.
Strong demand for rental housing has
pushed rental vacancy rates to historically low levels.
This is despite the projected number
of renter-households increasing by an average of 22,200 per year in Toronto, due
to the high costs of owning a home. Since
the population is increasing beyond the
availability of housing, the houses that do
remain available will be at the city’s highest costs, according to the report.
Second-year Ryerson student, Madeline Smith, from Scarborough, Ont.,
commuted more than an hour each way
to attend classes.

“I wanted to live on campus to make
friends outside of my program and build
connections, which I couldn’t do if I
stayed home,” she said.
Because she was on the waitlist for
Ryerson’s residence, Smith says she applied to live in an independent residence
building downtown. She stayed at Parkside Student Residence, which cost her
$1,455 a month and $2,500 for a meal
plan per semester.
“I literally begged my parents and told
them I would pay them back down the
road. I literally pulled out my grandparents’ inheritance money in which they
saved up for me for my fourth year,”
Smith says.
She says she knew she could not afford
to live there again for her second year
and applied to live in a different residence building the following year.
“The building, Neill Wycik Hotel, only
lets 110 people in every year, because it
is so high in demand, not many people
leave and they continue to live within the
building,” she said.
À l’avenir
Two years after the project was confirmed to run, the provincial government
stopped its funding for the French-language university. As the Ford government
claimed Ontario was highly in debt, the
project was put on pause in 2018.
“It’s a project that has been delayed for
generations. You know this is not a new
project that I started three years ago, there
were a lot of other studies, committees
that contributed to the project, it was decades of work,” said Adams.
NDP Francophone affairs critic, Guy
Bourgouin, said a French university is a
constitutional right, especially for students who want to continue their education in French beyond the high school
level.
“Even though there’s universities that
do offer some courses in French, they usually get cut if there are not enough enrollment for those courses,” he said.
Being an Ontario Francophone himself,
Bourgouin says it is a part of his culture to
advocate Francophone rights and defend
French communities in the province.
“It’s easier to work in your native
tongue, to express yourself in French.
When you’re a French-speaking person,
when you have studied your whole life in
French, of course it’s going to be a lot easier to continue your education in French,”
he said.
The project was resurrected in September 2019, when the federal and provincial
governments agreed to split the $126 million of funding for the university equally.
“We want to ensure students can receive
a high quality, modern, French-language
post-secondary education that is aligned
with labour market needs,” said Colleges
and Universities Minister Ross Romano
in an email.
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Pro-life group loses status at uOttawa
emma jackson

Tensions ran high at the University
of Ottawa campus on Dec. 7 as students
joined the national debate on freedom of
speech on university campuses, protesting
the recently resurrected anti-abortion club.
“They are advocating against basic human rights of over half the student population, spreading false medical information
and making an unsafe learning environment for a lot of students,” said Bridget
Dueck, a fifth-year biology student at the
university who started a petition against
the club.
The University of Ottawa Students for
Life (UOSFL), had their official club status
revoked in 2017, after allegedly spreading
graphic images in their anti-abortion activism.
The UOSFL announced on Facebook in
Oct. 2019 that the club had regained preliminary club status. The club still needed
the approval of the newly formed University of Ottawa Students’ Union (UOSU).
With official status, clubs are granted resources from the UOSU, including funding
raised by student fees paid through tuition.
UOSFL’s preliminary status instantly
sparked online controversy, resulting in a
petition by a new group, the UOttawa Defenders of Our Campus. Over 500 students
who disagree with their tuition being used
to fund a pro-life club signed the petition.
“We are not focusing on the abortion
debate because there is no debate–it is a
human right,” said Dueck. “We are focusing on the students dictating where the resources they pay for go, making them feel
safe on campus and free to access their education without any fear of discomfort or
trauma caused by this group.”
A special general assembly held on Dec.
7, 2019 featured an attempt to stop the
UOSFL from receiving official club status,
but the protesters’ first attempt to remove
the club failed.
“None of us want to be here, especially
during exams,” said Jayde Lavoie, president
of the Conflict Studies and Human Rights
Association.
“It shows how much our campus doesn’t
want this club here, not for another second.”
The age-old debate of freedom of speech
and expression has resurfaced on university
campuses across Canada. Ontario Premier
Doug Ford’s government mandated that all
publicly assisted universities and colleges
develop new free-speech policies by Jan. 1,
2019. Ford wrote in a tweet that the goal of
the controversial provincial rule is to create
an open dialogue on campuses without the
fear of attacks or discrimination.
An open dialogue on campus to discuss
pro-life options is what co-president of the
UOSFL club, Garifalia Milousis, hopes to
achieve.
“We are not here to advocate for a legislative change, we are just trying to start
a conversation and build mutual understanding,” said Milousis.
Milousis was a member of the former
UOSFL club in 2017. Since the club lost
official status, members have still gathered
regularly to discuss pro-life activism.

Students express outrage over the UOSFL’s regaining of club status at uOttawa.

“To book rooms and get funding, you
need to be a recognized club. We can continue having these conversations, but it is
much more difficult without official club
status. It makes our presence questionable,”
said Milousis.
Milousis’s club is not the first pro-life
group to struggle in achieving status and
funding at their university campus in
Canada. Carleton, the University of British Columbia and the Univeristy of Alberta
are among many schools that have banned
anti-abortion clubs in the past.
Many university student unions have
taken a pro-choice stance. Following student backlash in recent months, the UOSU
has responded by taking a pro-choice
stance on abortion and amending their
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clubs’ code, eliminating access to union
funding for any groups that advocate
against access to legal abortion.
“Student unions should not be taking
a political stance. It’s not their job. Their
job is to organize activities that students
want to participate in. Their job is to provide funding for the free expression of any
group on campus,” said Ruth Shaw, executive director of the National Campus Life
Network (NCLN).
The NCLN offers training and materials for anti-abortion university clubs in
Canada, including the UOSFL. She also attended Carleton University, where she was
arrested for displaying graphic imagery at
an anti-abortion event on campus in 2010.
But Joyce Arthur, director of the Abor-

tion Rights Coalition of Canada, approves
of the pro-choice stance taken by the
UOSU. She warns that by giving an antiabortion club official status, student unions
are “endorsing the club, and basically approving of being discriminatory or harassing female students.”
The UOSU student life commissioner
Jason Seguya, announced on Dec. 7, 2019,
that under the recently amended club
codes that allow the withholding of funds
from clubs that advocate against access to
legal abortion, the UOSFL would not receive funding.
However, the club was still in preliminary recognition of club status because the
petitioners fell 90 students short of reaching quorum on at the Dec. 7 General Assembly, which requires 300 students for a
GA to take place. That meant the UOSFL
club could not be removed at that time.
“This is not over,” said Dueck, addressing the crowd who was visibly upset by the
outcome.
“I’ll fight as hard as I can for as long as
I can. It’s ultimately about the students,
the community saying they don’t want this
on campus, and I stand for my fellow students.”
Dueck’s dedication to the cause proved
successful, and the UOSU student life committee confirmed on Jan. 6 that the official
club status of the UOSFL has been revoked.
“I hope that everyone can take away this
great lesson from this experience: always
be aware of the political climate both at
university and beyond,” commented Dueck
on the removal of the UOSFL’s club status.
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University of Alberta prof denies Holodomor
lahari nanda

The University of Alberta has received
backlash from several student groups after deciding against firing a professor who denied
the Ukranian genocide.
Student groups including the Ukrainian
Students’ Society (USS) and the Students’
Union at the U of A have released statements
expressing their disappointment with the administration of the university for having allowed professor Dougal MacDonald to retain
his position.
In November 2019, Professor MacDonald
posted on Facebook about the Holodomor,
the Ukrainian genocide of 1932-33, calling it “a
myth concocted by the Hitlerite Nazis to discredit the Soviet Union,” according to an article
written by The Gateway.
The USS at the U of A pursued action
against the lecturer, asking for “immediate reprimand and termination.”
However, the university decided not to pursue any punitive action against MacDonald.
In December 2019, the deans of education
and arts released a joint statement clarifying
the position of the university on this matter.
“While the University of Alberta holds
strongly to the values of freedom of expression,
which allow members of our community to
express their ideas, we also hold strongly to the
values of evidence-based research and a quest
for truth,” read the statement.
“We don’t want this sort of educator on our

The Holodomor resulted in the deaths of millions of Ukrainians.

campus,” said Megan Brownlee, president of
the USS.
Brownlee said that not all students on campus are of the same opinion and they believe
“he doesn’t deserve to lose his position at the U
of A over this.”
Genocide denial has been addressed as hate
speech in Canada’s highest court. In 1990, high
school teacher James Keegstra expressed antiSemetic ideas and doubted the occurrence of
the Holocaust. His case was taken to the Supreme Court of Canada.
University of Ottawa professor John Packer
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is the director of the human rights research and
education centre and sits on the board of advisors for genocide watch.
“There is no doubt about the huge loss of
life and the intentional elements of the Holodomor,” said Packer.
“I think it’s irrelevant what he thinks. In a
free society we’re allowed to hold a wide range
[of ideas] and express these ideas.”
“Now the cultural element of the denial, I
applaud and I encourage that political engagement of the students. The culture we have developed in Canada is based on broad, open so-

ciety, inclusiveness and rule of law,” he added.
In the Keegstra case, the infringement of
the freedom of expression as per Section 2(b)
of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms was
presented as a valid argument by the defendant
against charges of “willfully promoting hatred”
as per the Criminal Code of Canada, according to Columbia University’s Global Freedom
of Expression website.
“The freedom of expression (as a human
right) and academic freedom (as an essential
scholarly entitlement) are matters of principle
and of crucial instrumental importance,” said
Packer.
He added that in an academic context, what
one discovers through research need not be
liked if it needs to be addressed in a scholarly
setting, but is instead “a matter of respecting
the parameters of genuine scholarship–of science in method and ethos.”
“We [members of the Ukrainian community at the U of A] all see it as hate speech; he
shouldn’t be able to freely and publicly express
it without consequence,” said Brownlee when
asked about where the line should be drawn between freedom of expression and hate speech.
She added that students were “worried that
he might have a bias against Ukrainian students.”
“Very few human rights are absolute and
the freedom of expression is not absolute,” said
Packer. “Freedom of speech comes substantially limited.”


Ann Cognito’s trek from Calgary to Ottawa
mark colley

With the emerald-tipped towers of the Centre Block beading down from across the street,
Ann Cognito fumbled through her bag.
“I don’t actually really smoke very much,”
she said in a light, wispy voice that barely carried over the car-honking traffic and construction of downtown Ottawa.
“It started again in Winnipeg.”
Cognito hiked from Calgary to Ottawa
through the spring and summer with her dog
Mr. Myrtle, and is now camping to advocate for
climate action and to meet with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
She wears a simple dark blue dress and a
similarly coloured coat. Her hands are covered
by dirt-red fingerless gloves, and her head by a
hat, then hood. Her cheeks are red, with individual veins visible. Her nose is sharp and she
smiles often. She is in her 50s but walks with
the bounce of a teenager and speaks with the
aura of a grandmother.
With the support of local climate group
Extinction Rebellion, Cognito set up camp on
Dec. 5, the first day of the new Parliament. If
her tent wasn’t covered by a camouflage tarp,
she’d be able to stare into the second-floor windows of the Office of the Prime Minister at 80
Wellington Street.
Inside her tent, sleeping bags and blankets
are piled and intertwined in a way that resembles uncooked ground beef. A collapsable blue
water bowl for Mr. Myrtle sits near the door of

Ann Cognito hiked from Calgary to Ottawa to raise awareness.

the tent, and bags of Cognito’s belongings lie
nearby.
“They’re not listening, so I will come sit
right here in their faces,” said Cognito.
“[They’re] still treating us like we’re absolute idiots.”
Cognito said she hopes to get a meeting
with the prime minister, concrete steps towards
net-zero emissions by 2025, and transparency
in government on global warming.
“The only thing we have time for now is
change.
“I don’t drive, and I’m never getting on an
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airplane again,” said Cognito.
“So I walked.”
By the time Dec. 5 rolled around and Cognito pitched her tent, she was exhausted—not
by working towards her goal, but by the lack
of it.
“I’ve been feeling like I’m on hold, in between, you know?” said Cognito. She derives
meaning from her movement.
“It’s been a long time, but it’s something that
I can do,” said Cognito.
Cognito is originally from Edmonton, but
lived in Calgary before her hike. She said con-

versations about climate change aren’t as commonplace where she’s from. In a way, along her
3,300 kilometre trek, Cognito planted the seeds
of communities.
“If that can happen in Alberta, it can happen anywhere.”
Just as she did on the road, Cognito has
brought together a growing community of
people. On Dec. 5, about 25 Extinction Rebellion volunteers, students and seniors and
everyone in between, helped Cognito settle in.
A week later, the area was bustling. There
was a bigger tent being set up for community
meetings, and new faces scattered between
the trees and banners. Someone would pop in
every few minutes, offering supplies and food.
Sometimes, just a hug or ear scratch for Mr.
Myrtle.
Camping in Ottawa weather had taken its
toll on Cognito and she was sick at a friend’s
place by Jan. 6. Xenia Vakova, who hiked from
Toronto to Ottawa in the fall and returned to
camp alongside Cognito, was also sick.
“We don’t have any plans to go home . . . getting sick is just part of life,” said Vakova.
As she leaned back and stared down at the
line where the tarp meets the snow-covered
grass, Cognito shared her strong beliefs regarding activism.
“We need to believe in something,” she said.
“We’re changing this. I absolutely believe that.” 
This story has been condensed for print. See
the full version online at charlatan.ca

Features
Teen’s meme dreams
By Jillian Piper

M

ANY teenagers use social media as an escape from their
everyday life, but for one
business-savvy teen, his Instagram account is paying the bills.
At just 19 years old, Ryan Carter is contemplating whether he should buy a Tesla or invest
in real estate—all thanks to his dank memes.
Carter runs the Instagram account @hoest,
a meme page with 1.6 million followers as of
January 2020, whose brand is worth threequarters of a million dollars.
While suffering a concussion from playing
hockey, Carter, then 15, created the account
out of boredom.
“I wasn’t allowed to do anything, so I got really bored and so obviously I went on my phone
which I wasn’t supposed to do,” Carter said.
“I went to the [Instagram] explore page and
noticed there was an account that just posted
memes, and they had like 11K at the time, and
they had the ‘K’ beside their follower account,”
Carter added. “And, I thought that was the
coolest thing ever, so I made my own account.”
Originally motivated by curiosity, Carter
said he began posting memes on Instagram
just to gain followers, without really considering the business potential.
“I knew you could make money, but I thought
only big influencers like Gigi Hadid and the
models and stuff made money,” Carter said. “I
didn’t realize that as a meme page you could
make money, so I just wanted the ‘K’ beside the
follower count.”
In his quest to gain more followers, Carter
tried cracking the Instagram algorithm which
makes posts appear on the explore page—a tab
of the app where Instagram users can see viral
posts from accounts, even if they don’t follow
them.
“I would ‘like’ people’s content, I would use
hashtags trying to grow, I got to 750 followers
and then someone DMed [direct messaged] me
asking me for ‘like for like,’ which at the time
was how you got onto the explore page to gain
followers,” Carter explained.
“Once you got onto the explore page, even
though I only had 750 followers, I realized my
videos could get six million views in 24 hours,”

Carter said. “With those six million views you

probably gain 10 to 15 thousand followers, and
so I got to 250K in four months from zero.”

die, I have a year to just live and not be in complete panic mode to get a job, or find a job, or
panicking trying to get the account back.”

The work behind
the memes
“Right now, I’ll
aking up at exactly 9:30 a.m. every day, probably make 150
W
Carter said the first thing he does is
check on his account. He has just 15 minutes to to 250K in the next
reply to his most important Instagram messages from clients–big companies such as Ubisoft, 365 days on InstaBud Light, Fashion Nova, and Ten Tree–before
posting his first post of the day at 9:45 a.m. Af- gram just from ad
ter his first post, he moves to his emails where
he once again responds to his clients.
revenue,”
Because he gets anywhere from 2,000 to

7,000 follower requests overnight and even
more during the day, he has installed a program which automatically accepts the follow
requests in just minutes, compared
to the hours it would take by hand,
he said.
Carter keeps publishes posts 20
to 50 times daily on average, until
about 2 a.m.
“3 a.m. is usually when I go to
bed, and then I wake up at 9:30 a.m.
and do it all again the next day,” he said
of his tightly managed schedule.
Instagram influencers need high follower counts and activity engagement because
companies pay them money to post advertisements for a certain period of time based on
account popularity, Carter said.
“Basically—Instagram accounts, the value
of them is based on how much you can make
in like a three to five year time frame,” he explained. “Right now, I got offered from Barstool
Sports a contract, so not just some BS offer, for
$400,000 U.S., which is about $531,000 Canadian.”
Carter, whose only other job was a part-time
position at Foodland when he was 16, said he
declined Barstool Sports’s offer to buy his account because he wants to continue working
for himself.
“Right now, I’ll probably make 150 to 250K
in the next 365 days on Instagram just from ad
revenue,” Carter said.
Carter explained he gets his
income from posting Instagram
advertisements for companies,
which range in price from $200
to $3,000 for a 24-hour posted
advertisement.
He said he posts anywhere
from one advertisement a day
to going a week without posting
one, depending on how much he
is approached by companies. He
compared the experience to a
salesperson who works on commission.
“Some months you make no
money, and some months you
make like $20,000,” he said. “So
you kind of have to have a backup
which is what I do. I have enough
money saved up to pay all my
bills for a year straight. So say Instagram does

- Ryan Carter, professional
Instagram memer.

“You have to adapt
to social media platforms that come up
like right away so
you don’t miss the
train to get a front
row seat.”
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Managing money

“

Influencers, it’s a trend that’s
on the rise,” said Johanathan Simon, a professor of digital marketing
and advertising at the University of Ottawa. “There’s hundreds of thousands
of different accounts that are making
money and you don’t really need millions
of people today to make that much money.”
However, brands realizing the advertising
potential of social media is a phenomenon, Simon said, has only started in the past two or
three years, despite the risk being so small.
“As much as the influencer is making money, it’s still super cheap for these brands to experiment,” he said. “For the brand to spend this
type of money, I mean they’ve got tons of cash,
so to run an experiment, it’s little risk.”
Carter said coming into all of this money at a
young age feels unbelievable. He added that it
feels unreal because he still lives like a student.
“It’s pretty insane the brand itself is like
$750,000 because I’m verified on TikTok and
I’m growing Facebook, YouTube and a few other
things,” he said. “It’s weird because I don’t have
boatloads of money, I just sit at home and work
on my phone all day.”
Although Carter expressed a “fear of spending money,” which sometimes makes him think
about whether he should wait a year before buying a $150 sweater, he does want to spend his
money on unique things.
“I do want a Tesla, I’ll probably get a model
three next year,” he said. “I also do want to get
a couple houses or rental properties just for investment, and I like art so I bought some art
and that’s about it.”
Speaking of his two designer Ikea rugs which
hang from his apartment walls, Carter added
that he likes to buy limited items.
“I like things that are different and cool and
that not many people have,” Carter said. “I woke
up at like 5 a.m. to go to Ikea and sit out there
for six hours just to get them.”

Sacrifices

D

espite being grateful for the opportunities
his meme account has provided, Carter
also spoke about the sacrifices he’s had to make.
Forwew instance, he said he has had to live without a social life due to working a lot.
“I’ve definitely had to do some rearranging of
priorities there for sure,” he said.
Beyond missing out socially, Carter said managing the account has also taken a physical toll on
him.
“I have had like three or four concussions [from
hockey] and so I’m not really supposed to be on
my phone really at all,” Carter said. “When you
spend like 15 hours a day on your phone … it’s really tough, and I definitely have like arthritis in
my hand from holding my phone all day—like early-onset arthritis.”
To combat some of the negative physical effects, Carter said he recently bought special glasses that dim blue light to minimize headaches and
eye strain from looking at a phone.
Having the account has also caused Carter to
change how he plans his days because being without WiFi gives him anxiety, he said.
The most recent sacrifice Carter had to make
was the decision to drop out of Carleton University earlier this year, where he was in his second
year of international business studies, in order to
pursue Instagram full time.
“I just like to work and see results, it’s just
my mindset like I love working, so I was already
thinking of dropping out,” Carter said. “I can always go back to school, but Instagram won’t be
around forever.”
“You have to adapt to social media platforms
that come up like right away so you don’t miss the
train to get a front row seat,” he added.
Don Wood, Carter’s business teacher throughout all four years of high school, said although
Carter always showed promise in business, he
also worked harder than anyone else.
“What I would say about Ryan that separated
him from the others–like he’s inquisitive, he’s
bright, he asks a lot of great questions–but it’s the

work ethic,” he said.
“I showed my accounting class a report he did
and like, it’s a book,” Wood joked. “He would colourize the type and the attention to detail was
just amazing for sure, and I mean there’s no substitute for great work ethic in any career.”

C

What’s next?

arter said he is looking to hire an assistant to help him achieve his goal of becoming the next big multi-platform social media
brand. And if that doesn’t work out, he said he
has marketing job offers from Toronto and New
York to fall back on.

Carter’s advice
to anyone looking to start a business is
to be ready to put in the work required.
“I would say the key is building brand before
building your bank account, brand is key and
also consistency is key,” he said. “The lowest
[amount of posts] I’ve ever done in four years
was six posts in a day.”
Carter added it’s important not to forget why
you started pursuing your passion in the first
place.
“Be consistent and work hard and don’t chase
it for the money,” Carter added. “The money is
a huge bonus, obviously, but do it because you
want to do it.”
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Book Review: The Financial Diet

isabel harder

With a new year comes the opportunity for setting new goals. While dieting
is seemingly the quintessential New Year’s
resolution, those looking to gain financial
independence may choose to diet in a different way, focusing on the width of their
wallets over their waistbands.
The Financial Diet: A Total Beginner’s
Guide to Getting Good with Money by Chelsea Fagan and Lauren Ver Hage, adds a new
meaning to the goal of dieting for the new
year.
At a time when “twentysomethings carry an average of 45k in debt,” according to
Business Insider, The Financial Diet works
to give millennials the tools to change that.
Chelsea Fagan, the author of I’m Only
Here for the WiFi, partnered with former
Nickelodeon freelance designer Lauren Ver
Hage to found the popular Financial Diet
blog.
Since its founding in 2014, the website
has grown to include a broader social media presence, including a YouTube channel
with over 700,000 subscribers.
The blog offers advice on topics ranging
anywhere from budgeting, finding a career,
cooking on a budget, to handling finances

while living abroad. It features articles from
a wide range of authors, most speaking from
personal experience, with articles such as
“Exactly How We Stick To A $50 Weekly
Grocery Budget In A 2-Person Household,”
“The Advice I Wish I’d Been Given As A
First-Generation College Student,” and “5
Unique Jobs That Paid My Rent In College.”
The book, a companion to the website,
is divided into seven chapters: budget, investing, career, food, home, love, and action. Each section tackles a different aspect
of life which would benefit from financial
planning.

“

This book is an excellent way for students
to learn these skills in a fun, engaging, and
accessible way.

”

Isabel Harder

This planning takes place in the form
of budget worksheets and digital checklist
downloads which accompany the book,
making it a brief, hands-on guide for getting one’s finances in order.
The book also features interviews from
popular digital creators and writers such
as Teen Vogue editor Ella Cerón, Money

Harmony founder Olivia Mellan, and author and video blogger Hank Green. These
interviews feature personal anecdotes and
financial advice for the budget-conscious
millennial.
While some sections of the book cater
specifically to American audiences, referencing American investments such as a
401(k) or FHA loans, the advice included
in The Financial Diet remains relevant for
anyone who is beginning to tackle the task
of organizing their finances.
Cooking good food on a budget, talking about money with friends or romantic partners, and avoiding scams are basic
skills every university student could use.
This book is an excellent way for students
to learn these skills in a fun, engaging and
accessible way.
No matter how much money a student
has, or how much experience they have
managing finances, there is still something
that can be learned, or at least affirmed, by
The Financial Diet.
Fagan and Ver Hage give their two cents
in The Financial Diet, affording the opportunity to make lasting change to those
striving for financial independence. If that
sparks any interest for you, The Financial
Diet is definitely worth a read.


online now
How Carleton is coping with the SCI
Carleton’s clubs and societies were
undoubtedly affected by the Student
Choice Initiative. meral jamal investigates the controversial policy’s aftermath.
Review: Frozen 2

graphic by farhan tasin

The blockbuster sequel is a warm addition to the chilly franchise, writes
capriale walling-moore.
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Queer City Cinema presents

QALEIDOSCOPE
QUEER FILM ON TOUR JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020
O T TAWA | M O N T R E A L | S A C K V I L L E | S T. J O H N ’ S | W I N N I P E G

JANUARY 16 + 17 @ 8 PM

@ CLUB SAW – GALLERY SAW (67 Nicholas St.)
FOR more info: WWW.QUEERCITYCINEMA.CA



charlatanarts

Month
Jan. 9 - ##
Feb.
- Month
5, 2020##, 2019

11

Student artists talk money
preslea normand finds out how two Carleton students use their art to stay financially afloat
As a new semester begins, student artists
at Carleton are balancing their passion for art
with the importance of studies. For some, their
art supplements their income and helps pay for
rising university costs.
Aakrist Dongol, a Carleton student and the
designer behind online clothing brand Seam
Reaper Studios, said his art helps with the
stresses of school.
Through sharing their work on Instagram,
student artists have been able to generate some
income while being in school and working
part-time. However, turning the side hustle
into a full-on business proves difficult while
managing university at the same time.
“I’m still learning pricing and the business
side of it,” said Paloma Callo, a painter, Carleton student and graphics editor at the Charlatan.
“I’m not super invested in the commitment
of making my art a lucrative business right
now because my focus is lent to the creative
process and other time commitments.”
Dongol said he does not concentrate on
finding or selling to specific markets. “I think
it’s a waste of time, at least at this stage. I only
make clothing that I would wear. Otherwise, I
think it loses its integrity. As the saying goes,
‘build it and they will come.’”
The price of each garment depends on the
time commitment, which can vary from between three to 15 hours total, added Dongol.

Promotional artwork for Aakrist Dongol’s clothing line.

“The possibility of making a living doing what
I love is always enticing. I truly enjoy making
each piece and get satisfaction from birthing
a brand-new garment never before seen,” he
continued.
At Seam Reaper Studios, clothing is made
of upcycled materials, reusing old clothing to
make unique pieces. The goal is to counter the
“excess consumption of our society, and the ridiculous amount of waste being generated by
it,” said Dongol. “I personally think the previ-
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ous wears of the garment adds character to any
person’s style. It’s easy to spend thousands of
dollars on brand name designer clothing, but
it’s much more challenging and fun to express
yourself, at least clothing-wise, through experimentation and limits.”
By choosing to work with used materials,
Dongol goes through “a very chaotic process,
which most of the time reinforces the individuality and uniqueness of each garment.”
Ideas find their way to him in dreams, he

said.
“The moment I wake up, I sketch the idea
onto paper. However, I won’t work on the
piece right away. I often let the idea sit for a few
weeks and let my subconscious mind do the
job.”
As for Callo, she said her process is more of
a stream of consciousness, allowing for people
to interpret what they want from the paintings and the written messages that sometimes
weave throughout her art.
“I think it kind of speaks for itself, like I’m
communicating my experience. Having intention or a specific message I want to convey
doesn’t really come naturally to me, it just feels
inevitable.”
“It’s hard to place inspiration sometimes
because life is incredibly saturated and stimulating. All that I live is present in my art,” she
said.
Within Carleton, Callo said her art has
thrived.
“Everything I do in my life shapes my art,”
said Callo. “My degree is no exception.”
“I’ve definitely found myself surrounded by
artists despite being in an academic environment. It took me a while to find my footing in
regards to having that community but now it’s
the centre of my world.”
Callo said she has considered leaving school
and pursuing art full-time, but is undecided.
“I feel called in both directions.”


Review: Cats is the best bad acid trip ever
lily inskip-shesnicky

I refrain from being hyperbolic when I
say that Cats (2019) directed by Tom Hooper,
based on the musical of the same name by Andrew Lloyd Webber, felt like a bad acid trip or
fever dream. Time held no real meaning for its
two-hour runtime and when the screen faded
to black, I had to bite my tongue and hold back
a string of confusion and expletives. I doubt
I’ve clutched my face in confusion, pulled at
my hair in agony, slumped in my seat with dejection, or clenched my fists in triumph more
in any other movie.
The first 30 minutes introduced nearly every main cat possible, each one belting their
own introductory song. It was a frantic mess
that seemed to stretch on for a few years, give
or take. When I realized it wasn’t even halfway
through the movie, I had a physically nauseous reaction.
If this film’s main goal was to unsettle, they
completed it with grace and ease. The jerking
and other-worldly movements of the cats, who
are real actors with CGI fur, tails, and ears,
consistently seems out of place, while also being the only movement we see for the entire
duration, leading to an uncanny-valley Stockholm syndrome. After a few solos, you become swallowed into the world of Cats: where
despite the fact that their feet phase through
the floor when they dance, that their collars
appear to be copy-pasted into the film, or even
that one of the cats eats sentient, anthropo-

ly nails the performance.
She is every bit the sexappeal of the kitten playing kink and her unedited
voice holds a raw intoxication as she sprinkles the
other cats with glowing
catnip. In a scene where
Idris Elba kidnaps some
of their fellows, Swift gives
a more stunning and nuanced performance than
half the cast, as her gaze
absolutely sears Elba, her
face capturing the moment she sees the world
Bombalurina (Taylor Swift) dowsing the cast of Cats with catnip.
screenshot provided by imdb
go from playful villainy to
scarring malevolence.
morphic cockroaches, it becomes your life.
The only two actors who seemed to truly
At the beginning of the film, I asked myCats has a star-studded cast, including Jason understand Cats, with its many virtues and self a question–what is a Jellicle Cat? And by
Derulo and Judi Dench, who seemingly were vices, are Ian McKellen, the English Oscar- the end, I still had no answer. A Jellicle Cat is
all told they were acting in a different movie. nominated actor, who portrays Gus the The- a magical, unexplainable beast, and where the
Jennifer Hudson, with her heart-wrenching atre Cat, and the 10-time Grammy winner Cats movie fails in its pitiful graphics, horportrayal of the shunned Grizabella, seems to Taylor Swift, who plays Bombalurina. McKel- rendous plot-line and disgusting plot-holes, it
believe she is in an Oscar-fodder drama. James len, with his trembling hands (and really, I fulfills itself with the whimsy of its music by
Corden and Rebel Wilson, playing Bustopher mean hands, the CGI catsuits rarely extend to keeping you smiling all night long in the same
Jones and Jennyanydots, seem to think they’re the actors’ appendages) and greying whiskers, way magic mushrooms would.
doing a bit of improvisation for The Late Late gives a captivating monologue that remains
Cats is not only about cats. It is a roughShow. Francesca Hayward as Victoria appears the best of the cats’ introductions, despite it and-tumble dive into BDSM, sexual revelato play a doe-eyed submissive in a 21st-centu- simply being a lone man waxing poetic on a tion, humanity, the importance of memory
ry commentary on sexuality and the modern- rundown stage.
and the feline persona. It is a haunting film,
man. Idris Elba as Macavity doesn’t seem to
Swift as well, from the moment her Mary- and in the same way Macavity disappears
know what movie he wants to be in—an ang- Jane heeled foot enters the scene as she de- into a haze of poorly animated glitter-smoke,
sty drama or a juvenile superhero flick.
scends on a half-moon theatre prop, absolute- Cats whispers one word–ineffable.
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Society’s definition of masculinity Time benefits from outrage
should reflect traditional values over Person of the Year choice
One of the largest mobilizations of the
past decade was the women’s rights movement and its push for not just equal rights,
but also empowerment.
The next generation of women is growing up knowing they hold power. Though
western society is nowhere near perfect for
women, the concept of female empowerment undoubtedly grew throughout the
2010s.
With the 2020s upon us, it is time to also
address a growing crisis: the deteriorating
definition of being a man.
While the past decade brought the issue
of men’s mental health to the forefront, society has failed to confront one of the key
reasons for men struggling with mental
health challenges: a lack of expectation and
purpose.
The latter half of the 2010s provided the
recognition of toxic masculinity and the
ways men could be more accepting. However, the true issue lies in the fact that there
is lacking common sense of purpose in men
today.
The allure of female empowerment has
been that women now have a common sense
of purpose beyond the traditional family
life. This has encouraged women to pursue
their dreams, whether it be in careers that
men have typically dominated, or any other
path. It is their choice.
As a society, we have successfully pointed
out what men do wrong. We have also told
them how to improve. However, we have utterly failed to understand that merely barking orders will not change men’s behaviour.
It may, in fact, accomplish the opposite.
What men require is a higher reason, or a
purpose, to improve their behaviour beyond
doing so merely because they are told to.
Young men and future generations of men
will not change if they are left to themselves
without a sense of purpose guiding them
and expectations to motivate them.
In the past, being a man meant understanding that sometimes one must put the
interests of others above their own. It meant
raising children and instilling the virtues
of honour, sacrifice, and respect. Being a

comment box

man came with duties and responsibilities,
such as being the protector of women and
children, and the concept of loyalty. Loyalty
should come first in any relationship, and
this has been lost on the current generation.
Above all, being a man meant being a
giver, not a taker. We must bring back these
expectations, along with the expectation of
acceptance.
This is not to ignore the many injustices
committed by men. However, masculinity
and the concept of “being a man” in and
of themselves, are positive. Rather, it is the
sense of masculine entitlement that has attained the horrendous widespread feats of
female objectification and violence.
While it is vital that we support men suffering from mental health issues and other
life challenges, it is going to be a continuous
cycle unless a common sense of purpose in
the lives of men is re-instilled.
This can be done by not just telling men
what they are doing wrong all the time
(which unfortunately was the case throughout the 2010s), but by also providing words
of encouragement when they succeed that
will make men want to change. Any leader
knows that criticizing another person without also cheering that person on with encouragement creates a motivation to rebel,
not a motivation to reach higher.
Men require encouragement and a
sense of purpose, just as any person does.
If we want to truly help men overcome
their struggles, as a society we must bring
back the sense of purpose that helped create great men like Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Winston Churchill, Alan Turing, and Muhammad Ali. Though none were perfect,
they were inspired by a higher purpose,
which many young men lack in the 21st
century.
The key is building men up rather than
simply tearing them down. This applies to
men of all races, faiths and sexual orientations. The success of men is equally as
important to the future of society, as the
success of powerful women.
—Bryce McRae
third-year law

The Person of the Year is an annual issue of Time magazine that highlights a
significant person or group which most influenced the year’s events, for better or for
worse.
Beating out the Hong Kong Protestors, Donald Trump, Nancy Pelosi, and the
Ukrainian scandal whistleblower, Greta
Thunberg, the 17-year-old Swedish climate
change activist, was given the designation
for 2019.
Thunberg is a rather controversial figure.
Supporters commend her for her work in
environmental activism, but critics see her
as not much more than a condescending
child spouting off hot air. As evidenced by
the onslaught of arguing on social media,
Thunberg receiving the title of Person of the
Year has been quite a controversial choice.
It is important to look at why Time
magazine made this controversial decision,
and the fact that the online outrage it generated lines the company’s pockets. It’s no
trade secret that controversy creates success. Trump knows it, Kanye West knows it,
and so does Time magazine. Outrage generates clicks, clicks show ads, and ads make
the company profitable. As the saying goes,
“any publicity is good publicity.” Regardless
of whether you support Time’s decision or
not, and there are good arguments to be
made for both sides, you have likely clicked
the article and maybe even tweeted out a
hashtag such as #Time or #PersonOfTheYear. Google Trends and Twitter data both
show that the Person of the Year article is a
big attention-grabber for the magazine.
Judging by Time’s previous winners,
which include Vladimir Putin, Mikhail
Gorbachev, Ruhollah Khomeini, and Adolf
Hitler, the publication has never shied away
from picking people that will start a heated
conversation about their annual issue.
Person of the Year is not meant to represent the best person of the year, or the most
moral person of the year, but rather the
most influential and newsworthy person.
While sometimes the two factors match up,
this is not necessarily the case. No matter
what you think about Thunberg and her ac-

Thought-provoking and/or witty
comments from you, the readers.

RE: “Opinion: Student Choice Initiative repeal violates students’ Charter rights”
“Dude, the Charter does not apply to students’ associations, which are private organizations. Only to governments. It’s part of the package deal of going to these universities that
you pay the fees. Nobody forced you to go.” - Andrew P.

tivism, there’s little doubt that she has been
a loud voice on the topic of climate change
and has grabbed much attention. This is
specifically the kind of person that a publication like Time would want to highlight
for their share of the scoop.
While there’s nothing wrong with enjoying a healthy argument about a controversial topic, this event is an important
warning in how political controversy in the
media seems to so effectively captivate our
emotional side. Especially in this highly politically-divided time, it is important to take
a step back and realize the true motivation
that media companies have for encouraging
controversial discussions.
It’s not Time magazine’s goal to spread
diverse ideas around the globe out of the
goodness of their hearts, but rather the advertisement money that controversial discussions always seem to generate. So the
next time you’re mad about something you
read, have a quick thought: who’s getting
rich off my outrage?
—Rob Binkowski
third-year criminology

online now
Politics: The 12 types of Conservatives—the leadership race countdown
noah hollis runs down the 12 types of

Conservatives most likely to lead the
party after Andrew Scheer’s resignation.
Commentary: Stories of the decade
Charlatan editor-in-chief bailey moreton
looks back on the paper’s biggest
stories—from butt-chugging to celebrating Carleton’s 75th anniversary.
Finance: New year, new financial
goals?
Read tips on how to reach your financial goals in 2020, in our latest finance
column from rob binkowski.
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last month in photos

Indigenous Winter Market shows off
culture and community

Is mental health at Carleton
only good on paper?

RE: “Breaking: Ford government appealing to restore the Student Choice Initiative”
“Can’t say it’s not entertaining to watch cusa and others quiver at the realization that they
don’t actually provide anything of value to the average student and giving students choice of
funding would result in them allocating their resources elsewhere, if at all [sic]” - Daniel F.
Filbert

Anthony Labonte

photo by pascale malenfant

photo by spencer colby

—Go to charlatan.ca to see the photo of the week. Think there’s a better shot?
Follow us on Instagram @CharlatanLive and vote for your favourite!

Opinions/Editorial

13
Month  Jan.
## - Month
##,
2019
9 - Feb. 5, 2020
Op/Ed Editor: Leila El Shennawy • oped@charlatan.ca

Student governments must
face independent watchdogs

With several student groups’ budget deadlines having come,
gone and been rescheduled, the need for more independent
student watchdogs has become apparent. The Carleton University Students’ Association (CUSA) released its 2019-20 budget,
reflecting the anticipated effects of the now-appealed Student
Choice Initiative (SCI), almost a month after Aug. 1, the release
date mandated in CUSA’s bylaws.
When asked about this potential bylaw violation, Jacob Howell vice-president (finance) said it was caused by the uncertainty
surrounding the SCI, according to an article in the Charlatan.
In order to avoid potential sanctions for this bylaw infraction,
CUSA passed a motion pushing back the deadline for passing
the budget to September. Now, students will enter the academic
year with no idea where their levy fees are going to. Carleton’s
Rideau River Residence Association (RRRA) still has not released its budget for this year. This is not the first time. RRRA’s
delayed budget from 2018-19 is still not done being reviewed,
according to Douglas Cochrane. RRRA’s 2018-19 budget was
delayed “due to discrepancies over executive tuition costs,” according to a December 2018 article in the Charlatan.
Without consequences, things are unlikely to change, and
student governments should want to see improvements. They
lose credibility with the student body–which is already in decline–when there are no repercussions or authorities in place to
hold them accountable. Creating these much needed mechanisms would be a smart, effective way of ensuring students’
money is being spent wisely.


University students need
access to practical learning
Finding opportunities in experiential and practical learning
at university can be hard to come by—especially if programs
abroad are financially inaccessible to a student, or they’re in a
program which does not offer co-op placements. Being able to
attend a post-secondary institution is a privilege that isn’t afforded to everyone, and there are positives to attending university and focusing on higher learning, as opposed to attending
college. However, opportunities for experiential learning are
one thing the college experience has a leg up on over four-year
programs at university. Not all programs at Carleton offer co-op.
Some programs offer internships instead as part of their curriculum, which involve several weeks-long placements in the
field. But these minimalistic opportunities often come without
compensation, leaving the student having to pay their own way
so they can get an education through unpaid work.
Carleton offers many other valuable experiential learning
opportunities, such as Stories North, which sends journalism
students to report on communities in the Yukon. But these programs cost thousands of dollars. For students who can’t afford to
pay for plane tickets and accommodations abroad to get more
practical learning into their university diet, opportunities can
be limited. Carleton can make practical experience more accessible to more students by ensuring that every program
includes paid co-op opportunities. 
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CUSA’s slate system is problematic
tyler boswell,vice-president (internal) of Car-

leton’s Academic Student Government (CASG)
says CUSA needs to get rid of its slate system
and equalize opportunities for individuals.
The slate system is unfair to independent candidates. Carleton University Students’ Association (CUSA) elections need
to improve sustainability and cast aside the slate system.
Currently, bylaws allow a slate to share resources. A full slate
can share promotional material, advertising, and other expenses
with a budget of $3,600 shared among a maximum of six candidates on each slate. This is compared to an independent candidate that has to do everything within $600.
The University of Toronto Students’ Union (UTSU) has
banned slates to encourage more independent candidates and
a more diverse group of people,
said the UTSU president. UTSU’s former president added that
the slate system is insular around
circles of friends who “recruit
their buddies,” according to UTSIU meeting minutes. Can I get
an amen?
You can argue a slate has a “defined vision” and “can hit the
ground running,” but if six independents can’t spend January to
May creating a plan to work together towards a common goal,
then chances are we have bigger problems. Besides, a team with
no opposition or conflict doesn’t grow and doesn’t learn anything. When you expand past friend groups, you can hear more
voices and better represent the students. Secondly, what university students do you know that just have $600 lying around to
run in an election with no guarantee of winning? Not that many.
When you put a price tag that high on running, you immediately eliminate a huge group of students with great ideas.
CUSA reimburses all candidates regardless of success 50 per
cent, meaning you pay $300 out of pocket. But $300 is still a lot
and for many students, which would mean sacrificing a month’s
worth of food for the election. Plus, reimbursement only comes
after the fact. Scrimping together that initial $600 would be

Op/Ed Editor
Leila El Shennawy
Arts Editor
KC Hoard
Greg
Guevara
Sports Editor
Emily Vassos
Wilson
Grant
Photo Editor
Jasmine
Foong
Tim Austen
Web/Multimedia Manager
Victor Ubaru
Meagan
Casalino

challenging for most students.
To create a more open and accessible election means levelling the playing field and reducing the maximum spending to
$200 to $300 for executives and $50 to $100 for councillors.
I would encourage candidates to walk the talk with sustainability. You can’t preach sustainability then print 4,000 pieces of
literature that will litter the ground for months to come, or make
t-shirts that will be lost or thrown away. If you try and tell me
that printing material is the only way to reach students, my response to you is “ok, boomer.”
You’re seriously going to say that students will only vote for
you if they get a piece of paper? Have you heard of social media
or QR codes? Get creative. According to election result numbers, 70 per cent of students don’t vote in CUSA elections, which
is arguably the most popular student election on campus.
Keep in mind, you’re targeting a very narrow group of
engaged voters who will most
likely seek you out anyways,
provided they’re not already
voting for you because they
know you. Overall, the less
resources used, the better.
As someone who has both evaded candidates and has been a
candidate asking for your vote, I’m familiar with all this. In my
own campaigns, whether it was with the Board of Governors,
Senate, or the Carleton Academic Student Government, I’ve
tried to commit to sustainability. I had printed a very limited
amount of paper and have since committed to any future campaigns as carbon neutral, and almost exclusively digital.
I commend students that put their name on a ballot. Not
only do you put yourself out to the world, but you also sacrifice
your monthly budget, all in an attempt to better the campus.
But I often find that once you enter student politics, you can
quickly disengage with your base of people that helped put you
there. This is something I don’t exempt myself from and try to
remind myself frequently. So in the election season to come,
let’s all be kind to each other, think critically of platform points
and commit to sustainability.			


When you put a price tag that high on
running, you immediately eliminate a
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Working out life online

A look at how social media affects an athlete’s mental health by grant vassos
Two years ago, fresh off being selected
in the first round by the Edmonton Eskimos in the 2017 Canadian Football
League (CFL) draft, Nathaniel Behar was
absent from his first CFL training camp
due to a contract holdout.
Nearly a week into the dispute, Behar–
who is best known for catching the gamewinning touchdown in the dying seconds
of the 2014 Panda Game–decided to see
what people were saying on Twitter. The
results were unexpected.
“It weighed on me,” Behar said regarding the effect people’s tweets had on his
life at the time. “My workouts went to
shit. It was a lot to see people I'd never
met, to see people I might never meet, in
general, wish the very worst for me.”
The comments piled up as he scrolled
further down his Twitter feed, and they
weren’t getting any better.
“I hope this kid blows his ACL out,”
Behar recalls one tweet saying. “I hope he
never steps foot on the field,” another one
reads. “I hope they just keep the contract
so he can never play a down of professional football.”
With social media becoming a crucial
component of current and former student
athletes’ lives, many players have found
it difficult to stay focused and keep their
mental health in check.
Despite the competitive edge outlets
such as Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook,
have at providing student athletes assistance in everything from sport-specific
tutorials to training videos, many opt to
keep it entirely hidden so they can remain
at peak-condition come game day.
“You’re reading all this stuff about you,
people that have never seen you . . . sitting
around talking about you and how badly
they want your career to end for reasons
they have no idea about,” Behar said. “It’s
kind of jarring.”
Behar is not alone.
According to a 2016 U.S. report by
Fieldhouse Media which surveyed over
1,300 National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) student athletes, 84 per
cent reported having a Twitter account.
Of those athletes, 17 per cent stated they
had received hateful or critical tweets
from other users.
The study also showed student athletes

“

So if they have a bad game they check their
social media—what are people saying? So
that can create anxiety and create stress.

”

Dr. Jim Taylor
Sports Physchologist

reflected on the feedback they received
through social media, mainly at practice when working to improve on aspects
which were scrutinized. Some athletes
even reported tuning out thoughts of social media during practices and games.
According to Dr. Jim Taylor, an adjunct
professor at the University of San Francisco and an expert on sports psychology,
the use of smartphones and social media
has become an addiction which can “have
the same neurochemical effect as drugs,

want to stay level-headed and just kind of
in a neutral position.”
As researchers continue to develop information on the psychological impact of
social media, Taylor says he expects there
could be a backlash from youth and student athletes in the form of “social media breaks,” but admits it remains a “very
foggy landscape.”
Two years after experiencing the Twit-

“

I hope this kid blows his ACL out...I hope
they just keep the contract so he can never
play a down of professional football.

Former Ravens footballer Nathaniel Behar quickly learned to tune out social media.

alcohol and gambling” on everyone, including student athletes.
Throughout his time working in the
sports psychology field with Olympic,
professional, collegiate, and junior athletes in the U.S., Taylor has seen how
social media can negatively impact a student athlete’s on-field performance and
ability to focus.
“It creates pressure because now
they're worried about what other people
think of them,” Taylor said. “So if they
have a bad game they check their social
media–what are people saying? So that
can create anxiety and create stress. It can
hurt confidence.”
According to a 2017 study conducted
by the Journal of Sports Sciences, nearly
32 per cent of the athletes surveyed used
Facebook during competition while 68
per cent accessed Facebook within two
hours before competing.
The survey was conducted on 298 athletes aged 18 and over from 13 different
countries varying from the local, national
and international level to determine the
relationship between Facebook and an
athlete’s sports anxiety.
It’s an issue which Carleton infielder,
and former NCAA Division II baseball
player Justin Emond made a routine of
avoiding. Prior to coming to Carleton in
the fall of 2019, Emond played at Herkimer County Community College in
Herkimer, N.Y., and Carson Newman
University in Jefferson City, Tenn., from
2016 to 2018.
After returning home to Russell, Ont.,
in 2018 following his stint at Carson
Newman, Emond made an effort to delete
a lot of his social media after realizing the
addictive nature it created in his life.
Throughout the early years of his university career, Emond says he traditionally checked his phone immediately after
games–something he says many student
athletes are guilty of doing.
“I think social media in general just diverts our focus . . . I think that it's taking
our focus right off the game right away.
Whereas maybe if smartphones didn't exist, after the game you might say 'okay,
well, maybe go get some more reps in,

photo by tim austen

maybe practice a little more,'” Emond
said.
During high school, however, Emond’s
focus was turned more towards getting
recruited by colleges than being on the
baseball field.
As a senior at St. Thomas Aquinas
Secondary School, Emond was fielding
very few offers from post-secondary recruiters during the season. The struggle
eventually led to stress and anxiety as he
watched other high school baseball players announce their commitments to universities and colleges.
“Everyone posts when they accept
their offer from a university online,”
Emond said. “They all post it on the internet, on Twitter, and someone that's not
really getting those offers are seeing all
these people commit to schools can probably get disappointed.”
Canadian quarterback Nathan Rourke,
who is the starting quarterback for the
NCAA’s Ohio University Bobcats, knows
the challenges social media can create for
student athletes both in Canada and the
U.S.
Rourke, a back-to-back recipient of the
Jon Cornish Award for being the top Canadian football player in the NCAA, says
it’s taken some time to adapt to the American media landscape but understands it
comes with the gig of being a high-profile
student athlete.
“I think that Canadian sports isn't as
big, it's getting there but it's not what it is
in the [U.S.],” Rourke said. “It's a bigger
deal and so what student athletes say and
what they do on social media is blown up
just that much more.”
Since coming to Ohio in 2017, where
he is now playing his senior season for the
Bobcats, Rourke has tried to limit the impact social media can have on his mental
preparation during the season by making
his accounts private from non-followers.
“There's a lot of things that people
have opinions [on] that are way off base,
based off limited knowledge, and then
there's things that are just there to kind of
boost your ego,” Rourke said of the outside noise created by social media.
“I try to stay away from both because I

”

A tweet directed towards Nate Behar
Former Ravens football player

ter incident, Behar has since tuned out
the noise.
He continues to remain active on social media, including his Twitter account
which has more than 1,500 followers.
After signing with the Ottawa Redblacks as a free-agent leading into the
2019 season, Behar chose to train at Carleton’s facilities this past summer to help
him get ready.
Every now and then, his former coach
brings him in to talk to current players in
the program. The impact of social media
is still prevalent.
“You can tell that everybody is kind
of just living off the same hype machine,
trying to be the same person,” Behar said.
“Everyone's trying to be the same as
whoever is most [popular] on Instagram
right now, and it's kind of sad to watch.”

Moments from the decade
2013
Carleton’s football program is reintroduced after 15 years away, funded
largely by alumni donations. The
women’s rugby team becomes varsity.
2017
Carleton holds onto Pedro, winning
Panda for the fourth straight year with a
dramatic hail mary pass and victory in
double overtime.
2018
Women’s basketball wins national gold for
the first time, while the men’s team crash
out in the semi-finals, finishing third.
Men’s soccer captures national bronze.
2019
Men’s curling wins national gold.
Dave Smart departs as head coach (men’s
basketball) and takes on a new role as head
of basketball operations.

FILE PHOTO.

charlatan.ca

Month
- Month
Jan. 9 -##
Feb.
5, 2020##, 2019

charlatansports

15

Funding hinders clubs from varsity status
pippa norman

Varsity athlete is the ultimate title. It’s worn like a badge
of honour by any proud student athlete. Next to it, competitive club member just doesn’t have the same ring.
Of the 29 sports teams that make up the athletic body
at Carleton University, only 13 are officially classified as
varsity. The other 16 are known as “competitive clubs.”
According to Jennifer Brenning, assistant vice-president
of Recreation and Athletics, the deciding factors in a
sports team’s classification as a competitive club is “based
on participation.”
“It’s a different evaluation criteria. We’re looking for
positive student engagement and participation numbers,”
she said. The objectives for varsity, in comparison, “are
quite high.”
However, this is not the only factor. Alongside participation, competitive clubs are judged on ability to host
events and fundraisers, and total level of funding.
According to Brenning, a full varsity review has not
been done since 2009. However, the Carleton Ravens
football team regained their status as a varsity sport in
2013 after it was disbanded in 1998.
The transition was self-funded with both the school
and the team agreeing that the sport be largely supported
off alumni donations. This was done because athletics is
an ancillary service at the university, said Brenning.
Funding had to also cover not only their own expenses,
but those of the women’s rugby team which moved from
a competitive club to a varsity team to promote equal
gender representation amongst Carleton sports.
“That was a condition on bringing football back, that
they would fund a women’s program. But it’s not written
anywhere, we certainly have a process but we need to
consider gender equity,” said Brenning.
If clubs want to follow in the footsteps of football and
women’s rugby, competitive clubs must resort back to a
“pretty extensive review” from Carleton University’s Department of Recreation and Athletics, said Brenning.
“It would be a matter of our department going through
another pretty extensive review of what’s varsity and
what’s a competitive club … we have to determine what’s
required to bring that club to varsity level.”

Finding funding
Within the Competitive Sports Clubs Criteria for Consideration and Evaluation manual, each competitive club
receives a grant at the beginning of the season from Carleton ranging from $500 to $4,500, but funds run out
fast.
As a result, athletes pay certain fees, sometimes upwards of $1,000, run fundraisers (including the famed
Giving Tuesday project), and apply for grants to make

After winning the U Sports National Gold medal in 2019, Carleton’s men’s curling team still applied for funding grants.

up the difference. The Carleton University Students’ Association can also help provide funding.
Carleton’s men’s curling club is one team that has not
made progress towards increased funding levels or potential varsity status even after winning gold at the 2019
U Sports nationals.
“Total funding amount is about the same this year as
last, no change due to nationals,” said Tom Sinclair, a
coach for the men’s curling club.
In fact, the club reached out to a secondary organization, the Ontario Curling Council, and applied to their
Next Generation Program in search of supplementary
funding. The team was awarded a total of $2,500.
There are also no clear guidelines on how much funding would be required to push for varsity status, said Sinclair.
“We honestly don’t know what would be considered to
be a level of funding through varsity. That’s not a conversation that we’ve ever had or even [have] been encouraged to have at Carleton.”
This leaves competitive clubs stuck in a cycle of underfunding, said Lynn Marshall, manager and assistant
coach of swimming at Carleton.
“With more money for the team, as well as scholarships to offer to elite level swimmers to encourage them
to attend Carleton, our performance would definitely
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improve. And, yes, that would give us the possibility to
achieve varsity status.”

Participation Numbers
Despite a lack of funding creating barriers to recruitment, competitive clubs are still attracting large numbers
of participants to their sports.
For sports such as men’s rugby and men’s curling, participation numbers have actually been growing, and
show no indication of slowing down anytime soon.
“Competitive curlers who are aware of the opportunities
within Carleton Ravens curling are still very much interested in putting their names forward,” said Sinclair.
The same goes for Carleton’s men’s rugby according to
Ken Lemieux, a player and club president.
The difficult process of making the leap to varsity hasn’t
stunted the turnout rate for the team.
“The criteria to do it … [there’s] a lot of hoops to jump
through,” said Lemieux.
“They don’t really give it super clear cut because it’s up to the
discrepancy of a lot of people. We ran into a ton of bureaucratic
issues this year with things as minor as the colour of our shirts.”
“The one thing that we are lucky to have is that we have 50
guys who come out that are out there for the love of the sport
really, they’re not doing it for free.”
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